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Introduction  
This Examination Blueprint provides a detailed overview of the assessment specifications and 
content for the European AIDS Clinical Society (EACS) Diploma in HIV Management. It outlines 
the rationale underpinning the examination design and delivery, alongside details on relevant 
clinical domains, learning outcomes, assessment topics, and assessment specifications 
comprising the blueprint framework.  
 
The EACS Diploma in HIV Management is designed to accredit successful candidates who have 
attained the knowledge standards deemed necessary for providing care to people with HIV in 
Europe. It has been developed in alignment with EACS's commitment to advancing and 
harmonising clinical proficiency and professional development standards within HIV clinical 
care. 
 

Validation 
This blueprint aligns with EACS’s Curriculum 2024 and current guidelines, and is benchmarked 
against the Royal College of Physicians Ireland’s (RCPI) current education and examination 
standards. It has been developed following a formal blueprinting exercise with the EACS 
Examination Development Board as part of a systematic process that includes curriculum review, 
blueprint construction, question creation, standard-setting, item analysis, and result validation.  
The examination development process incorporates a structured review cycle, including 
provisions for updates to ensure that the blueprint and assessment content adhere to clinical 
and education best practices. This process is designed to uphold academic integrity and validate 
professional accreditation by ensuring accurate and transparent representation of assessment 
strategy, methodology, and content.  
 

Examination Objectives 
This examination is designed to comprehensively assess candidates’ knowledge-based 
professional competencies in HIV management via Single-Best Answer (SBA) questions. It 
supports EACS’s commitment to the following objectives:  

i. Clinical Practice Harmonisation: Harmonising HIV care standards according to EACS 
Guidelines ensures that candidates embody best practices, resulting in positive patient 
outcomes and supporting professional mobility. 

ii. Professional Competence Certification: Establishing minimum knowledge standards 
through certification validates successful candidates’ clinical proficiency, ensuring they 
meet benchmarks for effective HIV management. 

iii. Continuous Professional Development: Encouraging ongoing competency enhancement 
in knowledge, attitudes, and collaboration offers candidates a structured learning and 
development opportunity that fosters a culture of professional innovation. 

Through its content, structure, and assessment methodologies, the examination blueprint is 
configured to reflect the dynamic and evolving nature of HIV management in clinical practice. 
 

Candidate Profile  
Candidates who take this examination need to be practising medical professionals with at least 
three years of direct patient care experience in HIV management. They are expected to 
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demonstrate a high level of proficiency in a range of evidence-based practices within the field of 
HIV clinical care.  
 
This includes but may not be limited to: 

• Managing co-morbidities and co-infections 
• Recognising and responding to drug mechanisms and interactions 
• Applying knowledge of pathogenesis and virology 
• Utilising relevant diagnostics 
• Implementing effective treatment strategies 

 
Candidates who take this exam are expected to excel in clinical decision-making and be capable 
of collaborating with interdisciplinary teams to ensure comprehensive and effective patient 
management, staying informed of ongoing research and treatment advancements. 
 
Candidates should demonstrate a patient-centric approach to managing HIV-associated 
conditions, uphold high ethical standards, and demonstrate cultural competence in providing 
care to specific populations. 
 
They should be equipped to apply their knowledge and skills in developing and delivering clinical 
interventions and treatment plans that optimise patient outcomes, adhering to EACS Core 
Curriculum and Guidelines. 
 

Examination Configuration 
i. Question Format: 120 single-best-answer (SBA) questions 

ii. Duration: Three hours 
iii. Delivery Mode: Computer-Based Testing 

 

Conclusion 
The EACS Diploma in HIV Management is designed to certify candidates’ proficiency in providing 
high-quality care to people with HIV – upholding the advancement and harmonisation of clinical 
skills across the EACS healthcare community and enhancing patient care outcomes. This 
Examination Blueprint provides a comprehensive overview of the assessment content and 
criteria comprising this exam, including relevant clinical domains and assessment 
specifications, to ensure a rigorous and robust knowledge-based assessment.   
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EACS Diploma in HIV Management: Examination Blueprint  
Assessment Domain Allocation +/- 5% 
1. Antiretroviral Therapy 22% 
1.1 ART in Clinical Management and Preventive Contexts    
1.2 Pharmacological Basis of ART and Resistance Development   
1.3 Novel and Emerging Therapies in HIV Treatment   
2.  HIV Diagnostic Methods and Interpretation 5% 
2.1 Virological and Immunological Tests for Diagnosis and Monitoring HIV Infection   
2.2 Diagnostic Process and Interpretation of Genotypic Resistance Testing   
3. HIV Pathogenesis, Clinical Presentations, and Disease Progression 8% 
3.1 HIV Virology and Pathogenesis   
3.2 Disease Progression and Clinical Presentations   
4. Complex Management Issues in HIV Care 18% 
4.1 Clinical Management of Virological Failure and Drug Resistance   
4.2 Diagnosis and Management of Opportunistic Infections and Co-infections    
5.  Managing Comorbidities in People Living with HIV 14% 
5.1 Cardiovascular and Metabolic Health     
5.2 Systemic Conditions and Disorders     
5.3 Mental Health    
5.4 Cognitive Impairment   
6. HIV Care for People in Specific Populations 14% 
6.1 HIV Care in Pregnancy and the Neonatal Period   
6.2 Tailored HIV Care Approaches for Specific Populations   
6.3 HIV Care for Older Persons   
6.4 Mitigating Frailty in HIV   
6.5 Non-HIV Malignancies   
7. HIV Prevention and Sexual Health Strategies 15% 
7.1 Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs)   
7.2 Treatment as Prevention: PrEP, PEP, and TasP   
7.3 Harm Reduction and Vaccination Strategies in HIV Care   
8. HIV Epidemiology, Health Systems, and Policy 4% 
8.1 HIV Epidemiology   
8.2 HIV-Related Stigma and Discrimination   
8.3 Public Health Interventions and Illness Prevention in HIV Care   
  100% 

 


