
On Monday, 17 November, during the EACS General Assembly, members

elected a new Governing Board member. We are pleased to welcome Botond

Lakatos (Hungary) to the EACS Governing Board! 

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to the outgoing member Marta Vasylyev

(Ukraine) for her dedication and contributions during her term. 

YING Conference 

The Young Investigators’ Network (YING) is a unique platform for early-career researchers to connect,

exchange ideas and build collaborations. The conference combines scientific sessions with networking

opportunities, creating an inspiring environment for the next generation of HIV specialists.

Dates: 5–6 June 2026

Location: Valencia, Spain

Applications open: 2 December.

Apply and join this dynamic community!

Learn more

HIV Summer School

The HIV Summer School offers an intensive learning experience for healthcare professionals,

combining lectures, interactive workshops and case discussions to provide practical insights into HIV

care and treatment.

Dates: 31 August – 4 September 2026

Location: Lyon, France

Applications open: 9 December.

More information

Medical Exchange Programme

The EACS Medical Exchange Programme, launched in 2001, aims to strengthen clinical skills and

foster collaboration across Europe through placements in specialised HIV units. 

The programme now offers two opportunities for young professionals:
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Educational activities coming in 2026!

https://www.eacsociety.org/activities/ying/ying-2026/
https://www.eacsociety.org/education/hiv-summer-school/


Short Clinical Exchange Programme

Promotes clinical, research and educational links between centres across Europe and facilitates the

exchange of models of care in HIV medicine and allied specialities.

Applications open: 23 February 2026

Career Development Fellowship

Provides a 12-month mentorship link between an HIV physician in training and an established

European key opinion leader, supporting career progression and professional growth.

Applications open: 2 February 2026

Learn more

European Diploma in HIV Medicine

The European Diploma in HIV Medicine, awarded by EACS in partnership with the Royal College of

Physicians of Ireland (RCPI), is designed for practising medical professionals with at least three years

of direct patient care experience in HIV management. The exam blueprint is based on the EACS Core

Curriculum and aims to set a recognised standard of excellence in HIV care.

The first examination took place on 25 September 2025, with 38 candidates sitting the exam. This

milestone reflects EACS’ commitment to advancing clinical expertise across Europe and beyond.

The next iteration will be held in September 2026.

Applications open: 22 April 2026

Exam date: 25 September 2026

Plan ahead and take the next step in your professional development!

Learn more and express your interest here

Interview with Miłosz Parczewski and Anne-Marie

Wensing

EACS President Miłosz Parczewski and Secretary Anne-Marie Wensing shared their vision for the

future in an interview published by EMJ Microbiology & Infectious Diseases. They discussed

priorities such as harmonising HIV care standards across Europe, ensuring equitable access to

innovations like long-acting injectables, and strengthening collaboration to address challenges linked to

migration, stigma, and continuity of care.

They also highlighted initiatives including a virtual clinic to share expertise across regions,

programmes for young researchers, and gender-focused projects like WAVE. Both emphasised EACS’s

unique role in connecting scientific, clinical, and community perspectives to shape policy and improve

care.

Beyond leadership priorities, the interview also addressed emerging HIV subtype diversity due to

migration, drug resistance trends, and the need for European-level solutions to complex issues

such as mobility and cultural barriers. 

Read the full interview on EMJ here.

Now Published: WAVE Article on Anal Cancer Screening

for Women with HIV

The research article entitled ‘Missed opportunities for anal cancer screening in women living with HIV in

the WHO European Region: results from a WAVE survey’ is now published in Sexually Transmitted

Infections.

The WAVE study investigated anal cancer screening practices for women living with HIV across the

WHO European Region. Women with HIV have a higher risk of anal cancer, yet screening remains

inconsistent. The survey of 240 healthcare professionals revealed:

Only 28% reported following national anal cancer screening guidelines.

Many national protocols do not include women with HIV, despite international

recommendations from EACS and the International Anal Neoplasia Society.

Access to screening tools is limited: anal cytology is unavailable in 23% of settings, and high-

resolution anoscopy in 37%.

Access to screening tools is limited: anal cytology is not routinely available in 23% of settings,

and high-resolution anoscopy in 37%

Key barriers include lack of resources, integrated services, and clear guidance.

https://www.eacsociety.org/education/medical-exchange-programme/
https://www.eacsociety.org/education/european-diploma-in-hiv-medicine/
https://www.emjreviews.com/microbiology-infectious-diseases/congress-review/interview-with-milosz-parczewski-and-anne-marie-wensing/


This study highlights the urgent need for harmonised guidelines, integration of screening into HIV care,

and training of healthcare workers on its benefits. WAVE calls for action to close these gaps and protect

women living with HIV.

Click here to read the article.

Interview with Esteban Martínez: EACS Guidelines

Updates

Esteban Martínez, Immediate Past President of EACS, shared insights on the major updates in the

2025 EACS Guidelines in an interview published by EMJ Microbiology & Infectious Diseases. 

Among the most main changes are long-acting therapies for HIV treatment and prevention, which

offer freedom from daily pills and require robust organisational support. The Guidelines also place

strong emphasis on person-centred care, incorporating patient-reported outcomes and shared

decision-making to address ageing-related challenges such as frailty, cognitive health, and

comorbidities.

Updates also include guidance on gender-affirming therapies, chemsex, and multidisciplinary

collaboration to manage cardiovascular, metabolic, and mental health issues.

Read the full interview on EMJ here.

Last chance to join European Testing week! - 

17-24 November 

European Testing Week is a biannual campaign that encourages organisations across Europe,

including those in community, healthcare, and policy sectors to unite for one week to boost testing

efforts and promote early testing for HIV and hepatitis. 

Since its launch in 2013,  it has become a widely recognised event, with hundreds of organisations

participating each year. Participants volunteer to organise activities for Testing Week, showing a strong

commitment to increasing testing awareness and accessibility. 

Organisations support testing access in various ways, including: 

Advocating for free, confidential HIV, hepatitis, and STI testing 

Raising awareness among at-risk populations 

Providing outreach testing services 

Training healthcare staff and students 

Hosting policy meetings and engaging with the media

Click here to see what you can do

Follow us on BlueSky! 

Don't forget to check EACS social media accounts to

stay updated on the most important news related to

HIV care. We are now on BlueSky!

https://sti.bmj.com/content/early/2025/11/19/sextrans-2025-056687
https://www.emjreviews.com/microbiology-infectious-diseases/congress-review/interview-with-esteban-martinez-eacs-guideline-updates/
https://www.testingweek.eu/
https://bsky.app/profile/eacsociety.bsky.social


CALENDAR

 

EACS Activities

 

5-6 June 2026: YING Conference 

31 August- 4 September 2026: HIV Summer School

8-9 October 2026: EACS Standard of Care Meeting

6-9 October 2027: 21st European AIDS Conference 

Other activities

22-25 February 2026: CROI

17-21 April 2026: ESCMID Global

27-29 April 2026: BASHH BHIVA Joint Conference 2026 
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EACS Guidelines version 13.0

Have a look at the website of the latest version of the

European Guidelines for the treatment of people

living with HIV in Europe.

More info

EACS Management of HIV and Co-

infections Online Course

Follow the practical and comprehensive course on

management of HIV, including: the latest findings

and guidelines on how to manage, treat and prevent

HIV and related diseases; optimisation of HIV

treatment programmes and other related topics.

More info

Become an EACS Member

EACS Secretariat 

info@eacsociety.org / www.eacsociety.org
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