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1. About

ABOUT THE EUROPEAN AIDS CLINICAL SOCIETY (EACS)

The European AIDS Clinical Society (EACS) is a not-for-profit organisation whose mission is to
promote excellence in prevention, care, research and education for HIV and related conditions
across Europe. We advocate for equitable access to healthcare and aim to improve quality of life for
those at risk of or affected by HIV, while shaping public health policies to reduce disease burden.

The main activities of the Society are:

European AIDS Conference

This is the most comprehensive abstract driven European HIV/AIDS conference. It is held every
two years in a different European city. The 21st European AIDS Conference will take place in
Prague, Czechia on 6-9 October 2027.

EACS Guidelines

The importance and success of the EACS Guidelines for the management of people living with
HIV are demonstrated by their widespread dissemination. The EACS Guidelines are available on
the interactive website and in the app.

Educational and Training Programme

EACS offers different educational and training opportunities to HIV physicians and investigators,
such as the HIV Summer School, the Medical Exchange Programme, YING, and the Management
of HIV and Co-infections Online Course. All educational activities are structured around the EACS
Core Curriculum, which defines the essential knowledge and competencies in HIV medicine across
Europe. A new addition to the educational activities is the European Diploma in HIV Medicine.
Applications for the examination are open until 12 August 2026.

Standard of Care for HIV and Co-infections in Europe

Aims to promote better and more equal standards of HIV care and testing and care across Eu-
rope, a region marked by significant disparities. In recent years, the group has made important
progress, with a strong focus on involving countries in Eastern Europe and beyond the EU, where
inequalities are often greatest.

Advocacy and Health Policy

EACS is committed to actively contributing to the development of public health policies. This
work involves building partnerships and maintaining continuous external relations. It also includes
conducting studies and drafting, reviewing and updating policy documents such as consensus
statements, policy briefs and calls to action. In addition, EACS engages directly with key stakehold-
ers through one on one meetings and by hosting policy events such as roundtable discussions
and high level meetings.

Follow EACS on social media

0806000
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https://www.linkedin.com/connect-services/?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Feacsociety%2F
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1SBqh2iaV2GwbqXSBts6bA
https://www.instagram.com/eacsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/EACSociety/
https://x.com/EACSociety

ABOUT YING
Connecting the next generation of HIV experts across Europe

The EACS Young Investigators Network (YING) is an educational initiative dedicated to supporting
early-career clinicians and scientists who are committed to advancing outcomes for people living
with HIV. It was initiated in 2016 by Prof. Nathan Clumeck and has since grown into a strong and
successful network of young clinicians. Over the years, YING has organised several key educational
and networking activities, including the YING Conference held in person in 2016, 2018, and 2024,
and online in 2020; the YING Symposium at EACS 2017 in Basel; and the Pre-Educational Course
at EACS 2021 in London, EACS 2023 in Warsaw, and EACS 2025 in Paris.

YING was created to provide a platform for emerging professionals to connect, collaborate,
and exchange ideas. Organised by peers for peers, it brings a fresh perspective and innovative
approach to HIV research and care across Europe. By fostering dialogue and collaboration, YING
helps early-career investigators build meaningful relationships, share knowledge, and develop
new networks that strengthen the HIV research community.

Through interactive sessions, networking opportunities, and collaborative projects, YING en-
courages members to learn from one another and gain insights that can shape the future of HIV
treatment and prevention. The initiative aims to create a dynamic environment where early-career
experts can contribute their ideas, challenge existing paradigms, and work together to drive
progress.

Ultimately, YING is about building bridges and connecting emerging HIV specialists across Europe
and empowering them to make a lasting impact on the lives of people living with HIV.
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2. Scientific Programme
Thursday, 4 June
Arrival of faculty and participants in Valencia
Friday, 5 June (9:00 — 17:25)
Opening and introduction of YING Steering Committee
and Scientific Committee
9:30 - 10:05 Networking moment & coffee
Plenary Sessions
10:10 - 10:55 Future of HIV Treatment
o Chairs: Karolina-Anthoula Akinosoglou, Greece
o Speaker: David Lawrence, United Kingdom (30 min + 15 min Q&A)
Broadly neutralising anti-HIV antibodies (bNAbs) beyond treatment
e Chair: Uwe Koppe, Germany
o Speaker: Jesper Damsgaard Gunst, Denmark (30 min + 15 min Q&A)
11:40 - 12:25 Women in migration — WAVE
e Chair: Jasmini Alagaratnam, United Kingdom
o Speaker: Dagny Krankowska, Poland (30 min + 15 min Q&A)
Driving research forward using a European Network
o Chair: Evangelia Kostaki, Greece
o Speaker: Klaske Vliegenthart, Netherlands (10 min + 10 min Q&A)
12:45 - 13:45 Lunch break
Move to Breakout sessions
9]{- YING 2026 SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 5



13:55 — 15:05 Breakout Session 1: Four workshops running at the same time

Cancer screening for people living with HIV

Moderators: Jose Bernardino, Spain & Maria Mazzitelli, Italy
& Dagny Krankowska, Poland

Designhing impactful research projects

Moderators: Uwe Koppe, Germany & Evangelia Kostaki, Greece
& Jesper Damsgaard Gunst, Denmark

Career development

Moderators: Karolina-Anthoula Akinosoglou, Greece
& Julia Notter, Switzerland & Klaske Vliegenthart, Netherlands

Challenging clinical cases

Moderators: Jasmini Alagaratnam, United Kingdom
& Giovanni Villa, Ireland

15:05 - 15:15 Rotation
15:15 - 16:25 Breakout Session 2: Four workshops running at the same time
16:25 - 16:55 Coffee Break

16:55 Back to plenary

16:55- 17:35 STI Screening among PrEP users - pro & con discussion

Chair: Jose Bernardino, Spain

o Speakers: Agnes Libois, Belgium & Giovanni Villa, Ireland

(30 min + 15 min Q&A)

17:35- 17:45 Closing day 1

19:30 — 00:00 Dinner
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Saturday, 6 June (8:30 — 13:35)

8:30 — 9:45

8:30- 09:00

9:45 - 10:15

10:15 - 11:25

11:35 — 12:45

12:45 - 13:10

13:20

Plenary sessions

Updates from Major Conferences

e Chair: Giovanni Villa, Ireland
o Speaker: Karolina-Anthoula Akinosoglou, Greece (20 min + 10 Q&A)

European Clinical Research Alliance on Infectious Diseases

e Chair: Oana Sandulescu, Romania
o Speaker: Miranda Hopman, ecraid, Netherlands (30 min + 15 min Q&A)

Coffee break

Breakout Session 3: Four workshops running at the same time

e Cancer screening for people living with HIV

Moderators: Jose Bernardino, Spain & Maria Mazzitelli, Italy
& Dagny Krankowska, Poland

¢ Designing impactful research projects

Moderators: Uwe Koppe, Germany & Evangelia Kostaki, Greece
& Jesper Damsgaard Gunst, Denmark

o Career development

Moderators: Karolina-Anthoula Akinosoglou, Greece
& Julia Notter, Switzerland & Klaske Vliegenthart, Netherlands

¢ Challenging clinical cases
Moderators: Agnes Libois, Belgium
& Giovanni Villa, Ireland

Rotation

Breakout Session 4: Four workshops running at the same time

Back to plenary

Closing plenary with presentations from participants

e Chair: Oana Sandulescu

Closing remarks by YING Chair Jose Bernardino, Spain

Take-out lunch and goodbye
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Members of the Steering Committee

Chair

Jose Bernardino

MD, Consultant Physician

Internal Medicine. HIV Unit

Hospital Universitario La Paz. IdiPAZ. Madrid, Spain

Vice Chair

Oana Sandulescu

MD, PhD, Professor/Physician Infectious Diseases and Epidemiology

Carol Davila University of Medicine and Pharmacy / National Institute for Infectious Diseases
“Prof. Dr. Matei Bals", Bucharest, Romania

Agneés Libois
MD, Senior physician CHU Saint-Pierre, Brussels, Belgium

Jasmini Alagaratnam
MD, Chelsea & Westminster Hospital NHS Trust, London, United Kingdom

*
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STEERING COMMITTEE

Jose Bernardino

MD, Consultant Physician

Internal Medicine. HIV Unit

Hospital Universitario La Paz. IdiPAZ. Madrid, Spain

Jose Bernardino graduated in Medicine from the Medical School of the Universidad
Autonoma de Madrid, Spain, in 1995. He completed his fellowship in Internal Medicine
at Hospital Universitario La Paz in 2002. He is a Consultant Physician in HIV Medicine
and Infectious Diseases at Hospital Universitario La Paz. He is a member of the
High-level Isolation Unit of La Paz—Carlos Il Hospital. He is a member of the faculty
of the Young Investigators Group of the European AIDS Clinical Society (EACS) and
a member of the European AIDS Trial Network NEAT-ID.

He is the author of more than 90 publications in peer-reviewed journals, including
original articles and commentaries. His fields of interest span antiretroviral therapy
strategies, ART toxicity, especially metabolic disorders and cardiovascular diseases,
inflammation, and novel biomarkers of ageing.

Oana Sandulescu

MD, PhD, Professor/Physician Infectious Diseases and Epidemiology

Carol Davila University of Medicine and Pharmacy / National Institute for Infectious
Diseases “Prof. Dr. Matei Bals”, Bucharest, Romania

Oana Sandulescu is a Full Professor of Infectious Diseases at the Faculty of Medicine,
Carol Davila University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Bucharest, and a senior specialist
in Infectious Diseases and a specialist in Epidemiology at the National Institute for
Infectious Diseases “Prof. Dr. Matei Bals’, Romania. She is Chair of the ESCMID Group
for Viral Hepatitis (ESGVH) and Vice-Chair of the EACS Young Investigator Network
(YING).

Sheis also Editor-in-Chief of the journal Germs and serves as an Associate Editor for
several other journals in the field of infectious diseases. Her fields of interest include
HIV, viral hepatitis, and vaccine-preventable diseases.
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STEERING COMMITTEE

Agnés Libois

MD, senior physician
CHU Saint-Pierre,
Brussels, Belgium

Agnes Libois is an infectious diseases specialist working at CHU Saint-Pierre in Brus-
sels. She is in charge of hospitalised patients living with HIV and, at the MIA Centre,
the largest HIV and STI consultation reference centre in Belgium, she is the referent
for STls, PrEP, and PEP. She is also the referent for the treatment of rape victims
at the Sexual Assault Referral Centre in Brussels. She is the author or co-author
of 50 publications and numerous posters and oral communications presented at
international HIV conferences. She is a member of the Governing Board of EACS,
the Steering Committee of YING, and the HIV Summer School. She is involved in
clinical research on HIV, PrEP, and STls.

Jasmini Alagaratnam

MD, Consultant Physician in Sexual Health and HIV Medicine
Chelsea & Westminster Hospital NHS Trust

London, United Kingdom

Jasmini Alagaratnam is a Consultant Physician in the field of Sexual Health and HIV
Medicine at Chelsea & Westminster Hospital NHS Trust. She completed her clinical
PhD in 2021 at Imperial College London, where she investigated neural activation
and HIV reservoir size in people living with treated HIV undergoing interventions,
including HIV cure strategies.

Her specialist interests include the management of cardiovascular and neurological
comorbidities in people living with treated HIV. Her current research focuses on
investigating biomarkers associated with cognitive decline and the use of proviral
HIV DNA genotypic sequencing for clinical ART management.
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Members of the Scientific Committee

Karolina Akinosoglou

MD,PhD, Professor in Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases
University of Patras and University General Hospital of Patras
Patras, Greece

Jesper Damsgaard Gunst

MD,PhD, Associate Professor

Infectious Diseases, Aarhus University Hospital
Aarhus, Denmark

Uwe Koppe

MD, PhD Epidemiologist

Infectious Diseases, Robert Koch Institute
Berlin, Germany

Evangelia Georgia Kostaki

PhD, Teaching Staff member (EDIP) of Medical Statistics and Epidemiology

Department of Hygiene, Epidemiology and Medical Statistics, Medical School, National and
Kapodistrian, University of Athens

Athens, Greece

Dagny Krankowska

MD,Infectious Diseases

Infectious and Tropical Diseases and Hepatology, Medical University of Warsaw,
Hospital for infectious Diseases

Warsaw, Poland

Maria Mazzitelli

MD,PhD, Infectious and Tropical Diseases Specialist

Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Fondazione Policlinico Agostino Gemelli, IRCCS
Rome, Italy

Julia Notter-Toppino

MD,Lead ofthelnfectious Diseases Outpatient Clinic and Consultant in Infectious Diseases
University Hospital of Basel

Basel, Switzerland

Giovanni Villa

MD,PhD, Consultant Physician in Genito-Urinary Medicine
St James’s Hospital

Dublin, Ireland
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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Karolina Akinosoglou

MD, PHD, Professor in Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases
University of Patras and University General Hospital of Patras
Patras, Greece

Karolina Akinosoglou is a Professor of Internal Medicine at the Department of Med-
icine, University of Patras, and a consultant in Infectious Diseases at the University
General Hospital of Patras, Greece. Her academic training includes doctoral work
in molecular and cellular immunobiology at Imperial College London, alongside
clinical training in infectious diseases, tropical medicine, and infections in obstetrics
and gynaecology (OBG) at Northwick Park Hospital, London, and the University
Hospital of Antwerp, Belgium, respectively. Her research focuses on HIV infection,
sepsis, antimicrobial resistance, SARS-CoV-2, and OBG infections, including sexually
transmitted diseases, with particular interest in immune dysfunction and co-infections
in people living with HIV. She has a strong publication (over 200 publications) and
citation record (over 21,600) and has led and participated in multiple international
collaborations exploring immune activation and inflammatory responses to infection,
HIV viral co-infections, and clinical outcomes in this population. Her work has con-
tributed actively to international and collaborative networks dedicated to improving
prevention, treatment, and long-term care for people living with HIV.

Jesper Damsgaard Gunst
MD, PhD, Associate Professor
Aarhus University Hospital
Aarhus, Denmark

Jesper D. Gunst is a physician-scientist at the Department of Infectious Diseases,
Aarhus University Hospital, and the Department of Clinical Medicine, Aarhus Univer-
sity, Aarhus, Denmark. He completed his PhD on the role of monoclonal antibodies
and latency-reversing agents in HIV-1 curative strategies. In recent years, he has
conducted several HIV-1 cure-related clinical trials in collaboration with international
research sites. The majority of his work has focused on broadly neutralising anti-HIV
antibodies. He is a member of the EU2Cure Consortium and the EACS Young In-
vestigators (YING).
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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Uwe Koppe

MD, PhD Epidemiologist
Infectious Diseases, Robert Koch
Institute Berlin, Germany

Uwe Koppe initially studied biochemistry and completed a PhD in immunology. He
then moved into public health after completing an MSc in epidemiology and started
working at the Robert Koch Institute in Berlin, the German national institute of
public health. Since 2017, he has been working on HIV epidemiology in Germany,
including national surveillance studies (e.g. analysis of statutory notification data,
analysis of recency of HIV infection and late diagnoses), longitudinal HIV cohorts
(analysis of immunological parameters, ART, and AIDS-defining events), and online
surveys (e.g. on PrEP and the sexual health of trans and non-binary people in
Germany). He has been part of the YING Scientific Committee since 2023 and
supports the EACS Live! Journal Club.

Evangelia Georgia Kostaki
PhD, Teaching Staff member (EDIP) of Medical Statistics and Epidemiology
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece

Evangelia Georgia Kostaki holds an MSc in biostatistics and a PhD in molecular
epidemiology of infectious diseases. She teaches undergraduate and postgradu-
ate courses at two universities in Greece. Her teaching focuses on epidemiology
and research methodology, medical statistics, and preventive medicine and public
health. Her research interests include the epidemiology and molecular
epidemiology of infectious diseases, biostatistics, and disease prevention. She has
authored or co-authored more than 60 publications and delivered over 180 invited
lectures and conference presentations. She serves as an editorial board member
or reviewer for 18 scientific journals and is an active member of national and
international scientific societies and global expert panels. She is a member of the
Scientific Committee of EACS YING, the ESCMID Network of Emerging Infections
Experts, and serves as a Council member and country representative for Greece at
ESAR.
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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Dagny Krankowska

MD, Infectious Diseases

Medical University of Warsaw, Hospital for infectious Diseases
Warsaw, Poland

Dagny Krankowska is a specialist in infectious diseases and a teaching assistant at
the Medical University of Warsaw, Poland. Her involvement with EACS began at the
EACS Summer School in 2019. Since then, she has been involved in many activities
with WAVE (Seray — Women in Migration project and the HPV project) and YING (Live
Journal Club, YING Conference). Her main topics of interest are women's health and
health inequalities. Her research focuses on barriers to HIV testing among migrants
and reasons for ART interruption. An activist at heart, she always tries to combine
science with social issues. She is passionate about modern art and travelling.

Maria Mazzitelli

MD, PhD, Infectious and Tropical Diseases Specialist

Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Fondazione Policlinico Agostino Gemelli,
IRCCS

Rome, Italy

Maria Mazzitelli is an Infectious and Tropical Diseases Specialist, PhD on metabolic
complication in HIV and ageing, MSc in Biostatistic and Antibiotic Stewardship.
She is actively participating in several national and international HIV studies and
studies on antimicrobial resistance. She active in EACS as member of the YING
Scientific Committee, and research groups of WAVE.
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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE t-'-i

Julia Notter-Toppino

MD, Lead of the Infectious Diseases Outpatient Clinic
and Consultant in Infectious Diseases

University Hospital of Basel

Basel, Switzerland

Julia Notter is a board-certified infectious diseases specialist with expertise in HIV,
sexually transmitted infections, PrEP, and general infectious diseases. She currently
leads the Infectious Diseases Outpatient Clinic and works as a consultant at the
Infectious Diseases Division at the University Hospital of Basel. Her research focuses
on HIV, PrEP, and patient-centred care, with active roles in national cohorts, advisory
boards, and funded research projects.

Giovanni Villa

MD, PhD, Consultant Physician in Genito-Urinary Medicine
St James's Hospital

Dublin, Ireland

Giovanni Villa is a specialist in infectious diseases with a doctoral background in HIV
medicine. His PhD research examined outcomes of antiretroviral therapy in settings
without routine virological monitoring, and he has published on HIV drug resistance,
as well as liver and renal health in people living with HIV.

He has worked across diverse clinical and research settings in Italy, the UK, Ireland,
Brazil, and Ghana. Based in Dublin, Dr Villa leads HIV and sexual health clinics at St
James's Hospital. His clinical and academic interests include antiretroviral therapy,
HIV drug resistance, HIV prevention, and sexually transmitted infections.
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Members of the Faculty

Miranda Hopman
Head of the Clinical Network at Ecraid
Utrecht, Netherlands

David Lawrence

MD, Associate Professor

Clinical Research, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
London, United Kingdom

Klaske Vliegenthart-Jongbloed

MD, Internist-infectiologist and doctoral researcher

Internal medicine and infectious diseases, Erasmus Medical Center
Rotterdam, Netherlands
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FACULTY

Miranda Hopman
Head of the Clinical Network at Ecraid
Utrecht, Netherlands

Miranda Hopman joined the University Medical Center Utrecht in 2008, where she
managed European clinical trials in infectious diseases, with a focus on intensive
care studies. In 2013, she joined the IMI-funded COMBACTE project — a pioneering
public-private partnership aimed at strengthening clinical trial capabilities in antimi-
crobial resistance research across Europe. She played a key role in the development
and coordination of a large-scale European hospital network. In 2022, Miranda
transitioned to her current role as Head of the Clinical Network at Ecraid, a newly
established foundation building on the legacy of COMBACTE and other EU-funded
projects. She is responsible for the continued growth and long-term sustainability
of Ecraid’s hospital network, which now includes over 1,200 hospitals across Europe
and actively contributes to the delivery of more than 40 clinical trials and studies to
date, including both ongoing and completed projects. She also collaborates with
other clinical research networks to advance global clinical research.

David Lawrence

MD, Associate Professor

Clinical Research, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
London, United Kingdom

David Lawrence is an HIV and sexual health doctor working at King's College Hospital
in London and an Associate Professor at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine. His clinical work primarily focuses on providing care to people living with
HIV who have complex, competing needs and therefore face challenges in engaging
with routine care and treatment. His research is centred on advanced HIV disease,
with a strong focus on cryptococcal disease in Africa. He is also involved in a broad
programme of work on other HIV-associated fungal infections, laboratory studies
aiming to increase the uptake of CD4 testing, and several projects exploring the
implementation of long-acting antiretrovirals in more complex populations.
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FACULTY

Klaske Vliegenthart-Jongbloed

MD, Internist-infectiologist and doctoral researcher

Internal medicine and infectious diseases, Erasmus Medical Center
Rotterdam, Netherlands

Klaske Vliegenthart is an infectious diseases physician and researcher at Erasmus MC,
focused on improving HIV testing and reducing stigma in healthcare. She coordi-
nates the #aware.hiv Europe project, collaborating with hospitals across countries
to translate HIV guidelines into everyday clinical practice. Earlier in her career, she
spent four years living and working in Tanzania, where she provided care and learned
that medical science is not only about the why, but also about the how, when, and
who. This experience sparked her interest in implementation science and behaviour
change. She enjoys working across countries and disciplines, with collaboration,
education, and impact as recurring themes. Klaske is known for her task-based
approach and for being comfortable with open disagreement. She is also a mother
of two boys, balancing family life with her work.
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